
 

 

November 7, 2013 
If You Know The Cause You Know The Cure 

Looking around at the poverty, violence and degradation in Indian Country one can 
easily assume that the cure for all of this is ‘Enterprise’ and ‘Nation Building’.  All we 
need to do to end this horrific cycle is to bring in more businesses. 

And there are foundations and organizations out there by the score that are raising 
hundreds of millions of dollars to do just that.  Most of them are in league with 
corporations that do resource extractions: Oil, gas, fracking, minerals, uranium, 
asbestos, and casinos that bleed out the poor.  

They come in with banners, throw parties, sometimes live music, and lots and lots of 
fanfare.  They have smiles, and they have money. Oh, and they are doing the poor 
Indians a favor by coming in and offering all this… crap.  

There are politicians whose first thoughts always run to ‘profit making businesses’ 
and they talk about how much they can ‘improve’ life on the rez by just bringing in 
more enterprise…  

See? All you need is more and more and more money!  They address everything 
from child rape and suicide, as requiring more funding and more funding comes in…  

Things get worse.  There are hearings and meetings and they work tirelessly to ‘bring 
in more businesses’…  

Picture it this way: You are assaulted by a gang of thugs, repeatedly, for all your life.  
You keep reporting these thugs who beat you up, steal your money, rape you and all 
you get in response is “Let’s bring more businesses in to your neighborhood!”   

What you want is Justice. What you get is ignored. Then you learn that your plight is 
being used to bring in more businesses, more government funding, grants and loans, 
and all that is going to the very people you have been reporting as beating up, raping 
and robbing you.  

That’s what this is.  

No one is doing anyone in Indian Country a “favor”, an unearned blessing if you will, 
by ignoring the causes of poverty, degradation, violence in Indian Country.  They are 
exploiting it for profit.   

People in Indian Country want and need Justice, not more exploitation.  

If giving more money and more enterprise to a criminal group would solve crime, the 
Mafia would have been given government loans, funding and tax breaks rather than 
prison sentences.  
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The Crime Rate in Indian Country is due to the government willfully ignoring the 
crimes when those crimes are committed by those connected politically, financially 
and socially to elected and appointed officials.  

The government’s response to reports of corruption where tens of thousands, even 
millions of dollars are stolen is not to investigate, charge and send to trial--- rather, it 
is to politely ask that they stop doing that, and then give them additional funding, 
sometimes up to treble the original amount stolen, so they can ‘fix’ that problem 
without making any changes in who gets to access the money.  

When you or I report someone broke into our house, and it is the Mayor himself and 
his gang, we can call the police and expect they will arrest the Mayor, his son, and 
his gang or whomever was with them.  If the Mayor or City Councilors or any of their 
family members commit rape and are identified, we can expect they will be arrested 
and tried.  

But if it is the Tribal Council that is ripping people off, beating them up, stealing from 
them or even raping the children, the federal government, which has full jurisdiction in 
these matters, sovereignty notwithstanding, they ignore it.  If anyone is going to be 
incarcerated, it is the victim of the crimes.  

Now, without any of that changing, tell me how, exactly, bringing in more ‘enterprise’ 
which only puts more money and more power into the hands of the corrupt, will fix 
anything?  

When the USAG personally refuses to investigate or personally lies about 
investigating these reports of child rape, there is no Justice.  When the victims of 
those rapes are further intimidated, threatened or assaulted, it sends a clear 
message straight from your Federal Government to you: No Justice in Indian 
Country.  Shut up, let us bring our businesses in there to take what you have and 
make ourselves, our friends and our cronies, very, very wealthy.  

Until there is Justice, there can be only worsening violence, poverty and degradation 
in Indian Country.  

Why should the Federal Government single out Indian People as not worthy of 
Justice?  Because it is highly profitable to every resource extraction corporation, 
every gambling enterprise for them to do so. 

Worse than that, there is an equal if not greater fortune to be made in Child 
trafficking, kiddie porn, and drug sales.  

You think of the criminals behind those enterprises as being grimy, sleazy looking, 
and generally unclean.  What you don’t see is whom they are connected to and 
where those billions of dollars go.  Much of it goes back into the pockets of those very 
polished politicians, their friends and supporters.  
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If they were not making a profit off of the crimes they ignore, they would have, long 
ago, addressed those crimes the same way you and I would expect any law 
enforcement agency to address them.  

Not solving abuse has become a mega billion dollar enterprise for government 
insiders.  How can the Children’s Bureau, for instance, have an $8B annual budget 
and refuse to investigate the obvious in Indian Country? They are an arm of the ACF. 
Children is supposed to be their job… so, why don’t THEY do something?  

There are 13 Mandated Reports out there, and not one has been investigated, and 
not one has followed protocol. Not one child on Spirit Lake Nation has been rescued 
by that agency. Not one.   

It’s going on more than two years now. What are they waiting for? More and more 
reports of rapes and abuse come in every week… all are ignored.  

Let’s look at Marrianne McMullen Deputy Assistant Secretary for External Affairs, 
ACF.  She knows of these reports personally, and has, along with recently resigned 
George Sheldon, used all the power and authority of her office to squelch the reports 
and to not allow Thomas Sullivan to investigate nor to continue reporting.  

George Sheldon, who was brought into ACF in May 2011, should never have been 
allowed anywhere near anything to do with children. His record at Florida’s DCF was 
appalling.  In 2009, Florida had the greatest jump in child deaths on his watch.  Of all 
the reported deaths of children in government care, 120 that year, Florida had fully 
half of them with 64!   

Some of the stories of the horrific abuses those children suffered while they were 
deliberately placed with unsuitable guardians, should have run alarm bells on a 
national level. But, instead, he was rewarded with a plum job in Washington, DC 
where he and Marianne McMullen, so it seems, worked only to silence the victims 
and to protect the predators.  What else would you call it?  

The praise that Kathleen Sebilius, Secty of HHS, heaped upon Mr. Sheldon upon his 
being brought into the top job, and upon his departure “to seek the job of Florida 
Attorney General” makes me wonder if she had a clue as to what his record was, and 
how horrific his policies and lack of ethics are, or the damage done?  

In government these days, it matters not if you do your job well or even at all. Just 
that you have the title.  Praise is heaped upon those with titles. No one looks to see if 
in fact they are doing the work or if they are doing the damage.  

I am being contacted by various groups in Florida regarding George Sheldon. I have 
responded to almost all of them by now. I’m hoping they will share the information 
with others and prevent that monster from ascending to Attorney General where he 
can cover up the investigations and crimes committed during his tenure at DCF or by 
his predecessor, who abruptly resigned less than a month before.  
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Indian Country doesn’t need more ‘Corporate Enterprise’ moving in and taking their 
resources, paying off the corrupt, taking advantage of tax breaks, government 
funding and lax pollution enforcement.  

They need and are long overdue for Justice.  That is all they are asking for.   

When there is Justice, the violence will subside, victims can heal, communities can 
unite and become strong.  They can if they are not robbed, raped, broken, threatened 
and intimidated, grow into an educated society and bring their own kind of enterprise, 
under their terms, for the benefit of the entire community, not just the powerful 
politically connected few.  

One of the ‘solutions’ being offered to Indians is ‘why don’t you just move?’ Sure, to 
where? With what? How? And wouldn’t that just leave wide open and up for grabs all 
the Federal Lands Resources for the corporations to just walk in and take without 
even asking?  

That is, the idea. It’s a slo-mo genocide. Remove the people or make them so 
weakened they can’t fight back or stop the corporate taking of all that is theirs and all 
that is ours.  Government is not working for us. Government is working for the 
monsters at all levels.  

We all get angry, we all feel powerless and then they use racism to make us fight 
each other rather than making government ours again.  This affects all of us.  

Bring Justice, not more exploitation and corruption. Throw out those foundations who 
never mention the word ‘Justice ‘ in any of their propaganda.  If they aren’t going to 
help the community get Justice, they don’t care about the community. It’s that simple.  

Corruption has caused the poverty, the violence, the addictions, the desperation and 
degradation in Indian Country.  Justice will cure it.  

If you know the cause of your cancer is smoking, you stop smoking.  You don’t throw 
more cigarettes onto the table.  Your doctor doesn’t say, “You have lung cancer, 
here, try these cigarettes instead.” 

Indians are not stupid people. They did not choose to live this way. This has been 
forced on them for generations. Generations of government punishing those who 
report the crimes and protecting the predators.  We ALL must come together to fix 
this. We ALL must raise our voices and be heard.  

Stop applauding the praise of accomplices, accessories, and the incompetent.  Start 
demanding Justice.   

You know where to find me.  

~Cat 


